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U.S. Open to Provide Sneak Peek at London 2012 Olympians

- 30 Qualified Athletes Competing in Las Vegas Next Week -
For the third time in four years Las Vegas will play host to the U.S. Open Taekwondo Championships. This year's event will take place at the Las Vegas Hotel & Casino (formerly the Las Vegas Hilton), Feb. 21-24. 

Nearly 1,800 athletes have registered for the event, including world and Olympic medalists, as well as 30 athletes who have qualified their countries for this summer's Olympic Games in London. There will be 54 nations represented, including over 20 national teams. 

"USA Taekwondo is honored to be hosting athletes, coaches, referees and others from around the world at the 21st annual U.S. Open," said USA Taekwondo CEO Eric Parthen. "With nearly 1,800 registered athletes, the 2012 U.S. Open will be the second largest U.S. Open in USAT's history and this year is arguably the most competitive field we've ever seen given the numerous Olympic and World Championship medalists that have registered to compete. USA Taekwondo appreciates the World Taekwondo Federation's support of the U.S. Open with a G-2 rating for the third straight year and we'd also like to thank the referees, volunteers, and family members who support this event to make it one of the biggest and most prestigious taekwondo Opens in the world." 

For the third straight year, the World Taekwondo Federation has given the U.S. Open a G-2 rating, making it the highest rated open event on the WTF's list of sanctioned events in 2012. A G-2 rating means the event carries more weight toward world ranking points for its participants. 

Competition begins at 9:00 a.m. each day and tickets may be purchased by clicking HERE > > . See the full schedule of events HERE > >
The event will utilize the Daedo-Truescore system as the scoring system for all sparring divisions.

In addition, competition matches will be available for viewing on the Dartfish channel. Click on the banner on the USA Taekwondo homepage at www.usa-taekwondo.us. 
The 30 international athletes competing in the U.S. Open who have qualified their countries for the 2012 Olympic Games include three Olympic medalists and 11 world championship medalists.
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Kickin' It With...Kelsey Junious 

Kelsey Junious, 14, qualified last month for the 2012 Junior World Championship Team. She is also a member of the 2011 U.S. Junior National Team and won a bronze medal at the Junior Pan Am Championships in October. Kelsey trains at Styles United Transformative Martial Arts in South Windsor, Conn., under Alvaro Mendez.





