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2012
USAT Referee Camp
Sept. 7-9 - Lilburn, Ga.
18th Pan American Taekwondo Championships
Oct. 9-12 - Sucre, Bolivia
USAT Referee Seminar
Oct. 13 - Eagle River, Alaska
20th CISM World Military Championships
Oct. 19-26 - Hochiminh City, Vietnam
USAT Referee Seminar
Oct. 20 - Fayetteville, N.C.
9th International Open Friendship Taekwondo Championships
Oct. 27 - Portland, Ore.
KTA Poomsae Championship
Oct. 27 - Overland Park, Kan.
USAT Poomsae Referee Seminar
Nov. 3 - Oklahoma City, Okla.
Peak Performance Sport Taekwondo Camp
Nov. 10-11 - Kissimmee, Fla.
WTF World Cup Taekwondo Team Championships
Nov. 23-25 - Santa Cruz, Aruba
7th WTF World Poomsae Championships
Dec. 6-9 - Tunja, Colombia
2013
USAT National Team Trials
Jan. 12-13 - Colorado Springs, Colo.
U.S. Open
Feb. 19-23 - Las Vegas, Nev.
Click HERE to view the complete USAT Calendar of Events
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Two Bronze Medals for USA in London
 

For the third straight Olympic Games, American taekwondo athletes came home with multiple medals. First-time Olympians Terrence Jennings of Alexandria, Va., and Paige McPherson of Sturgis, S.D., earned bronze medals in their respective divisions at the 2012 Olympic Games in London.

 

Jennings, 26, landed a three-point head shot against Brazil's Diogo Silva as the clock ran out in their bronze-medal showdown of the men's -68kg division. A video review confirmed the kick landed before time ran out, giving Jennings the medal.

 

McPherson, 21, made it two Olympic medals in two days for the U.S. taekwondo contingent. She battled her way back through the repechage round to claim a bronze medal in the women's -67kg division, clinching the medal with an 8-3 win over Slovenia's Franka Anic, then took a victory lap around the arena with the American flag.

 

But the Games also had a tinge of heartbreak for the U.S. squad as returning Olympic medalists Steven and Diana Lopez both suffered injuries and could not compete to the best of their abilities. Both lost closely contested opening matches and Diana Lopez also lost a match in the repechage round.

 

For complete coverage of the Olympic Games go to www.usa-taekwondo.us.



OLYMPIC GAMES FACTS
· From 2000-2012, USA Taekwondo is second only to USA Swimming in "Percentage of Total Available Medals Won" among the 22 U.S. summer individual sports. During those four Olympic Games, Swimming has won 51.25% of its total medals available with Taekwondo a close second at 50%. USA Wrestling is a distant third with 28.57%.

· USA and Korea are the only two countries to qualify all four athlete spots at both the 2008 and 2012 Games.

· The 5 medals won by the USA at the last two Olympic Games is second only to Korea's 6 medals and ties them with China who also won 5 medals.
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Junior National Team Camp Oct. 3-7
 

The 2012 Junior National Team Camp will take place at the Olympic Training Center in Colorado Springs from October 3-7. All 2012 Junior Team members' expenses will be fully covered by USA Taekwondo. In addition, given that USAT is always looking to improve upon our athlete development programs, this year we are extending a unique invitation to all 2nd place finishers to attend the 2012 Junior National Team Camp. If choosing to attend this camp USA Taekwondo will provide housing and meals free of cost to 2nd place athletes. However, each 2nd place athlete will be responsible for their own airfare or transport to Colorado Springs. 
 

We believe that this is a great opportunity for USAT athletes to continue their development and will help prepare them for future domestic and international competitions. If you are a 2nd place finisher from the 14-17 World Class Black Belt division at the 2012 Junior Nationals, please contact John McAfee (John.McAfee@usa-taekwondo.us or 719-866-3624) for more information on this opportunity. All 2nd place finishers should have already received an email invitation.


  Competition Poomsae Training Series
 

This month's Competition Poomsae Video Training Series features tournament-travel adaptive shortening. You can view this month's video installment by clicking on the photo below.




2013 National Team Trials & U.S. Open
The 2013 USA Taekwondo National Team Trials will take place Jan. 12-13 in Colorado Springs, while the 2013 U.S. Open will return to Las Vegas Feb. 19-23. More information on these events will be available in the coming weeks at www.usa-taekwondo.us.



USAT Announces Transitional Board of Director Election Results
USA Taekwondo (USAT) is pleased to announce the results of the recent elections for the Referee and Coach Director positions for the Transitional Board of Directors.  The United States Olympic Committee's Audit Division administered the collection of the ballots and validated 174 votes that elected Anne Chase (Minneapolis, Minn.) as the Referee Director and Brandon Meek (Los Angeles, Calif) as the Coach Director.   In the interest of transparency, Chase received 58 votes to the 32 that were cast for Elva Adams (Helotes, TX) while Meek tallied 63 votes to 21 votes for Angel Aranzamendi (Sedalia, CO).  USA Taekwondo would like to thank all of the candidates who volunteered to serve the organization by running for these positions.  

In addition to Chase and Meek, Brian McCutcheon (Ewa Beach, Hawaii) and Herb Perez (Foster City, Calif.) were elected as the two Club Directors as they were uncontested in the Club Director election. 

Chase, Meek, McCutcheon and Perez will join Marty Mankamyer (Independent Director), Russell Ahn (Affiliated Director - ½ vote) and JP Choi (Affiliated Director - ½ vote) who are already seated on the Transitional Board of Directors per USA Taekwondo's Bylaws while two athletes will be named to serve working with USAT's Athletes' Advisory Council.  Finally, two Independent Directors will be selected by the Transitional Board to complete the full Board. 

Once fully seated, the Transitional Board of Directors will fulfill the governance roles and responsibilities in USAT's Bylaws.  In addition, they will be tasked with conducting a thorough review of USAT's current governance model to determine if it is structured appropriately to provide effective leadership to its constituencies and to recommend and approve changes where necessary.    

The Transitional Board of Directors term ends on December 31, 2012, or when a new Board is seated.  Given that the initial term was expected to be six to eight months, it is likely this Board's term will be extended until first quarter 2013.  However, any change in the term date would need to be approved by the United States Olympic Committee's Section 10 Hearing Panel.



Transitional Board of Directors Call for Independent Director Candidates
USA Taekwondo's (USAT) newly seated Transitional Board of Directors would like to remind membership that they are searching for two qualified Independent Directors to round out the membership of the Board.  To date, USAT has received applications from 11 qualified individuals however, if additional people are interested in applying, please complete the Independent Director application that can be found here .  While there is no deadline to apply, the Transitional Board will be starting the vetting process soon so it is recommended that interested individuals apply by no later than Friday, August 31.  

Completed applications, including attached resumes, should be sent to Eric Parthen, USAT CEO, by fax (719.866.4642) or email (eric.parthen@usa-taekwondo.us).  Additional information about the qualifications for an Independent Director can be found in USAT's Bylaws, Section 7.7.  Questions should be addressed to Eric Parthen at 719.866.4064.  The Transitional Board of Directors would like to thank everyone for their consideration of these positions.



USAT Extends Condolences to Ron Rose and Family
USA Taekwondo extends its deepest sympathies to referee Ron Rose, his wife Christine, and the entire Rose family on the loss of their son, Eric Wayne Rose, on August 4. You are in the thoughts and prayers of your extended family in the taekwondo community during this difficult time.

An online tribute page for Eric has been set up at http://www.michmemfuneralhome.com/ under the Obituaries section.



WTF/PATU Free Style Video Poomsae Cyber Contest
The World Taekwondo Federation and the Pan American Taekwondo Union have announced a Free Style Video Poomsae Cyber Contest to be held Aug. 15 - Sept. 25, 2012. Read More > >


USA Represented at World Hanmadang
Team-M from Californa has sent 11 members to compete and represent the U.S. at the World Taekwondo Hanmadang in South Korea this week. The tournament will be held at the Kukkiwon, in honor of their 40th year anniversary. Out of the 11 members competing, three are on this year's U.S. National Poomsae Team and nine out of the 11 athletes are former U.S. National Poomsae Team members. Team-M will be representing Team USA at the event in a total of eight divisions against an expected 5,000 world class competitors from more than 50 countries.
The names of the athletes competing are: Huy Nguyen, Anh Nguyen (current USA National Poomsae Team member for 2012), Long Nguyen, Alvin Jong, Hazel Cruz, Albert Jong, Alex Twu (current USA National Poomsae Team member for 2012), Khoa Nguyen, Kody Han (current USA National Poomsae Team member for 2012) and Lance Supnet.

Team-M Taekwondo is the official California state demo team under the CUTA (California Unified Taekwondo Association). The team also has four members (Long Nguyen, Alvin Jong, Lance Supnet, and Hazel Cruz) that earned a spot on this year's National Collegiate Poomsae Team and Huy Nguyen was appointed as the Head Coach for the Collegiate Team.



USADA News: New Results Management Feature Available on Athlete Portal
The athlete section of the USADA website has a new feature! Athletes who are tested by USADA will receive an e-mail notification when their testing results are available. The e-mail will inform the athlete that a USADA test has been completed and a letter regarding the results of the sample collection is available on the secure athlete login section of the USADA website (www.usada.org/athletes).

Athletes with a username and password will be instructed to login to www.usada.org/athletes to view the testing results letter, which is available in the "results letters" section of the athlete website.

If USADA's records indicate that an athlete does not have a USADA Online Account, the athlete will be required to create an account by clicking the link included within the e-mail. The secured link to create a new account will only be active for three days. After creating a new account and logging in to www.usada.org/athletes, the results letter will be available in the "results letters" section.

Contact Athlete Express toll-free at (866) 601-2632, (719) 785-2000, or athleteseexpress@usada.org to receive a new secured link to create an account.
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Support USAT Olympians and Future Olympians Today!  
 
The 2012 Olympic Team has just returned from London after winning two bronze medals and representing themselves and the United States with grace and dignity. But the planning and preparation for the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro has already begun, and the next men and women who will comprise our Olympic Team need your support now to help fund travel and training costs as they prepare over the course of the next four years.

Between now and the end of 2012, the U.S. Olympic Committee will match dollar for dollar (up to $50,000) every donation USA Taekwondo receives.  If you elect to give today , not only will your donation be tax-deductible, but it will automatically double and will help to both grow the sport and ensure that America's elite taekwondo athletes have the support necessary to compete at their very best. 

In addition, each gift of at least $20 (before the USOC match) will earn you official USA Taekwondo merchandise.  A $20 gift will earn you a sticker; a $50 gift will receive a specially designed patch; a $100 gift will claim a t-shirt; $500 will earn a Nike polo shirt and a $1,000 gift will claim a Nike warm up jacket. 

 

Thank you in advance for your support of USAT




